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Serving with a Coast Guard LCI Flotilla in the mighty Allied drive on Ned France,
Coast Guardsman Wil |l i am Dss,odEl76kendall Abenua.
JERSEY SHORE, Pa., is patrticipating in his fourth invasion. He served at Tunisia, £
and Italy, and now Franc€oast Guardsmen are servingaiérthe glob& on land and
sed from the European Theater to the Pacific atolls.

(Coast Guard pregsleasg
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;’ Sy "'.2 THE COMMANDANT OF THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

(i !
’4 . WASHINGTON 20593

13 October 2000
‘The Commandant of the Coast Guard takes great pleasure in presenting the
COAST GUARD UNIT COMMENDATION to:

FLOTILLA 10 — GROUP 29 —DIVISION 57
for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

“For exceptionally meritorious service during Flotilla 10 — Group 29 — Division
57’s participation in the allied force’s invasion of Normandy, France on 6 June 1944.
Consisting of 24 Coast Guard-manned Landing Crafts (LCI), Flotilla 10 distinguished
itself in the face of heavy enemy fire in delivering hundreds of allied troops and tons of
equipment to Omaha Beach at the outset of the invasion. The gallant efforts of the crews
of these LCIs were key to clearing channels through minefields and hedgehogs to enable
the rest of the allied force to reach the beaches. Although continually exposed to heavy
gunfire, the LCIs dodged sunken obstacles and sailed through heavy seas, shuttling
between the landing areas and the transport ships delivering badly needed supplies and
reinforcements to the beaches. After delivering their human cargo and equipment, the
LCIs served as rescue platforms, recovering and transporting injured soldiers and sailors
to hospital ships off shore. Through out the invasion, 4 of the LCIs, Numbers 85, 91, 92
and 93, were lost while distinguishing themselves in the heat of battle. LCI-85 was one of
the first to ram its way through sunken obstacles and successfully clear a path to the
beach before being hit by an 88mm shell that penetrated the hull and exploded in the
forwarded troop compartment. After unloading troops to smaller landing craft, LCI-85
stuck a mine and was simultaneously struck by 25 artillery shells. Listing badly, LCI-85
returned to CHASE and unloaded its wounded before it sank. LCI-91 and LCI-92 were
both struck by German shells shortly after reaching the beach and both burst into flames.
The crews fought the fires while unloading troops. These LCIs burned throughout the
day, giving off thick smoke that served as a key landmark for other allied forces
approaching the coast. Further down the beach, LCI-93 successfully delivered its first
load of troops, but grounded on a sandbar during their second delivery and took 10 direct
artillery hits. As the invasion progressed, the remaining LCIs of Flotilla 10 successfully
rescued over 400 injured allied personnel. These were instrumental in the successful
invasion of Normandy and in turning the tide of World War II. The dedication and
devotion to duty exhibited by the crew of Flotilla 10 — Group 29 — Division 57 during this
period are in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Coast Guard.

J SM. L
Admiral, U. S. Coas
Commandant



This book is respectfully dedicated to those U.S. Coast guardsmen who served with
valor in Flotillas Four and Ten through the invasions of Sicily, Italy, and France.
During the Normandy Neptune Operation we lost four vessels and several crewmen
to the fierce gunfire of the German defenders on Omaha Beach. Our heraldry is
overlooked, for we supported the Naval forces logistically, but we were
instrumental to the successes ofsthnvasiond a fine record for the United

Stateso ol de-going sereice.tWe asuJoSuGassGuardsmen should be
very proud of our heritage in this wonderful country we served.

Landing Craft Infantry (Large) Flotilla Four/Ten:
LCI(L)s 83, 84, 8, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96,
319, 320, 321, 322, 323, 324, 325, 326, 349, and 350
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Omaha Beach Painting; artist unknown

The LCI(L)92 and a few wrecked boatsd remains from minesd sit heavily on the sand
shore bluffs near Colleville-sur-Mer. On June 6, 1944, D-Day, Americans landed. Atop
the bluffs the Germans, with concealed guns, pounded the beachhead until it became
the bloodiest beach at Normandy.
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INTRODUCTION

There is traditional, historical knowledge of the landing experience under a
variety of conditions in North Africa, Sicily, Salerno Italy, and Normandy France.
This isthestory of those landings through my own experience, drawing from the
contents collected in my personal log of Ports of Call and events, personal research,
books, printed articles, and photograpdisfrom my library.

It gives me pleasure to present theparhious history of the U.S. Coast
Guard in World War Il, in the European Theater, as the story of valiant service to
our country. The U.S. Coast Guard Historical Office and authors of books and
articles thahave been prepared, and theggerve recordsf the eventsbenefit all
of us Coast Guardsmen, past and present
amphibious forces. | am proud to have been part of it.

The U.S. Coast Guard operation services are far flung, in peace as well as
war.When & war, the Coast Guard logistical reverts to Navy command. Its officers
and seamen are trained to carry out their duties under the most severe conditions, as
well as having detailed knowledge of navigation, marine engineering, naval
architecturehydrograps meteorology, gunnery, and radio, ardwilling to give
unrelentingly to their serviceQur service mottisi Se mper -RAFr ways o
Ready. 0
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PREFACE

| will be tracing the history of amphibious assaults in the European Theate
World War Il 1943- 1944. There were 24 LCI(B ships manned by the U.S. Coast
Guad Group 29, known as Flotilla Foduring the landing assaults in the
Mediterranean placidity, and known as Flotillanduring the Normandy Landings
in France.

The monogaphs have been the chief source of information in preparing the
amphibious assault history. The book chapters give significant background and
other particular information valuable and interesting to the Fldtdiar/Tenstory
of the U. S. pOrtaatsventsGlhetimeli® ctearly ascertainable as
recorded. The ANarrativeo of the | og I
landings of my tour of duty aboard th€l(L)89 is particularly valuable and
interesting throughout this historical endegwand was a primary reference for my
story.

The monographs tell the story of our job in these amphibious landings, which
truly deserve to be told. They are eminently worth reading. The collection of this
material is acknowledgement of the historic lagdoperations. It is noteworthy
that the Coast Guard participated in every amphibious operation by U.S. military
forces during World War Il. In the text are the landing forces taken as a brief
history of the landings in the European Theater and the manitiastengaged to
deploy these operations.

The photographs araostlyofficial Coast Guard photographacluding
images othe ship LCI(LB9, the crew, Flotilla Commander, Captain Miles H.

Imlay U.S.C.G. and his aid, and myself at the age of 23 yedr$ @drried a United

States Flag with 48 stars in my sea bag during my service tour. My military

di scharge/ service separation papers are
Campaign, o-Afida-r-Moddbae Eastern Campaigno
Starwl, | AWictory, o and fACitation. o0 The i
M. Loy, Coast Guard Commandant.

The Secretary of the Navy, James V. Forrestal, paid tribute to the
distinguished war record of the Coast Guard in the followingwdrd3u r i ng t he
ardwus war year, the Coast Guard has earned the highest respect and deepest
appreciation of the Navy and Marine Carlts performance of duty has been
without exception in keeping with the h
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PROLOGUE

TheU.S.CoastGuard was used in the European Theater of WWII to meet
the necessity of trapsrtingpersonnel and equipment, especially tafisn
oceangoing vessels to landing craft off exposed beaches

The British Admiralty had concocted the idea of sending ghgttscould run
themselves aground and discharge their cargos directly onto the h&mleral
types were develaa, of which the LST Landing $ip, Tank- and LC(L) -
Landing Craft, hfantry (large) were the most important and numerdsisth were
desgned and built in the United Statd$e LCKL) basic displacement was 230
tons, and80 tons fully loadedThey were equipped with a propulsion plant of
eight powerful GMC diesel engines typical crew complement was approximately
25 to 33 The fuel capcity
was 110 tons of diesel oil
sufficient for an 8,000 mile
journey at twelve knotdop
speed was sixteen knots
They were 160 feet in
length with a 24 foot beam
They hadamps or catwalks
on the port and starboard
forward at the bows that
were lowerd after the
| vessel slid onto the beach to
| permit the troops to
| disembarkThey could
4 4~ deliver 200 soldiers plus

2 nt |  peached during 1 gin their officers Prior to
Egg;nehgszlhé:é;:ﬁt)on Sands, in the spring of 1944. (U.S. Ianding on the beach, a Iarge
anchor on a steel cable was

attached to a motor driven winch that could pull the LClloéfheachThe ramps
were returned as the ships backed off the heach

They were equipped with four single barrel 20 MM guns seated in two and
one halfinch thick armored tub®ne on the bow, two on the stetack, and one at
mid-ship on the poop decKhey were used for aréircraft protection and against
shore targetsOctober 1942 the first LQL)& were completed and had pasdesl t
Bureau of Ships (USN) beaching te§s many of these vessels were built so
quickly that the process of assigning formaimes was dropped and their hull
number had to sufficéJSS LCI(L)89, Landing Craft Infantry (Large) was one of
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912 of her clasthat werebuilt.

As theL C | pdoduction continued, later models had improved design and
performancelnitially, theL C | wiere considered a ongay vessel, but as WWII
progressed, they grew in numbers and missibngy were interesting, littgnown
vesselsMost were used repeatedly again to claw the way back into Europ&, and
take one island after another from the Japameg® Pacific Theater.

As the war progressed, it was obvious that vessels were also needed for in
shore work, where heavier ships could natldeeL C | pdosgided close inshore
fire support, antaircraft protection for the beach supply operatangshuttled
personnel groups, equment, and prisoners after tbeDay landingson the
beaches of Normandy

The Amphibious Forces consisted of landing the infantry requirements with
battalion of artillery, company of engineers, a supply company, a medical
detachment, and other units required for a particular landing &teaforces were
commanded by infantry requirements, referred to as RCT (Regimental Combat
Teams) These units were deployed to assigned landing task force area by nam
North, EastWest Task-orce or Joss, Dime, Cent, Omaha, and Ukak units
were landed in waves assigned to beach areas also having names: Red, Blue,
Yellow, Dog Red, Easy Red, etc., timed for their arriVale forces came by
transport with their equipment and landed by lagdirafts.

The continuous tonnage supply came by transport smpisheywere
assigned to anchor age ajyriedaos .Nivmenlras unl oa
were protected by Nawhips The heavy Navghips also providedunfire support
for the landingroops.

The Task Force Operation took months of planning to deploy the troops
required and the huge tonnage of supplies needed to supply the Lraieps
seaports were captured and cleared for the troop and supply ships.

The book reflects my tour abwbtheLCI(L)89 with Amphibious Group 29
Flotillas Four and TenThe major operation beach landings were the Tunisia
OperaticbnonBorci |y Olmalg/$akemdOperatioh Hus ky, 0
AAval,anahrdcd&/raNor mandy dper datainals) nigOws e Id
equipment, and supplieBhe information came from my log notes, my memories of
these events, and monographs researched

Twenty-eight of theL C | were manned by Coast Guard creWse first
twenty-four L C | were part of a Bob Tail Flotilla undeéré command of Captain
Miles H. Imlay, U.S.C.G, known as Group 29 Flotilla Four during the
Mediterranean Sea OperatioR®ur morel. C | ja@ined the Flotilla when we
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arrived in England in preparation for the invasion of Frawée were then known
as Flotila Ten.
TheLCI(L)89 was built at the Brown Shipbuilding Company Yard, Orange,
Texas and placed in commission on 3 February 1948 was outfitted at Houston,
Texas through February 1948 March, she proceeded to Norfolk, Virginia, via
Key West, Floridafor further outfitting and trainingBdefore departing Norfolk in
April 1943 she was assigned as Flagship®i(L) group 29, FlotillaFour, sailing
for French Morocco, North Africa, via Bermuda, arriving in time to take part in the
final stages of Operatin i To®m 10 July 1943 she took part in the invasion of
Sicily, Oper at i on A Hus k93 particip&ted B the ihvasiat at r
Salen o , Il taly, Operattbo@ciidAberadeparted B
proceeding to Englan®n 23 October 1943%ia Gibraltar, she arrived at Plymouth,
England In November 1943 through May 1944, she underwent maneuvers with
army troops off Southern England Falmouth and BrixHanor to thisLCI(L)
group 29 became known as Flotillan 5 June 1944hedeparted Bgland
participating in the Normandy Franceinvas n Op er a tdi, ®n Fau@mer | or
to 20 July she became the Traffic Control Vessktled Coast of Normandyrom
21 July to 16 September 1944 she ferried troops and did escort duty from England
to Frarce. On 5 October 1944 she departed Falmouth, England for Charleston,
South Carolina, U.S.A.

On 27 October 1944 group 29 underwent overhaul and new crew training
She was reassigned as Flagship for group 104, Flotilla 35, and on 2 January 1945,
departed fo San Diego, California, via Key West and Panama Canal.Zone
Arriving 1 February 1945 she underwent amphibious training and re@air20
April 1945 departed for Pearl Harb@n 29 April departed for Eniwetok and
thence to Guam and Saipan carrying olinsarine escort duties in the vicinity until
2 July 1945 when she proceeded to Eniwetok assignedstaad ferry dutyOn
24 November she departed for San Pedro, California, U.8r&ving 19 December
1945. Here she was decommissioned on 7 March 1f@&i63ayears of service.

18



CHAPTER 1

COMMISSION
January 1943 100071
The Q D wétch messenger came up to.flee O.D. was the Officer of the
Day.
AThe®.Owants to see you now! o
Turning to my assistant, wantstasead, AToOI
me . O

We were on the drill field with a company of new boot recruiisft with
the watch messenger

The watch messeng8irrsaid|] BHeppéd Eh:q
AReport as requested, Sir!o

AAt ease! O

ASir, ®hatods up

A lust got word that they want you at headquartérs u 6 r e t o report
away with full gear for shippingouhs soon as youbor ready
transportation to headquarters.

AYes Sir!o

This surprised meBut, good newstheassignment would geterout ofhere
| had no love for tis place, a newly opened boot camp on Lake Pontchartrain,
Louisiana, just outside of New Orleans.

e
0

Dropped off at the coast guard headquarters in downtown New Orleans, |
went in and reported to the@

AEIl der aepoequeagted, Sir!o
ACome in EIl der, wWRepowte Mr€Cargertgre ct i ng Yy 0L
LieutenantHei s t wo doors down the hall .o

ARnAye, Aye, Sirl!o

Mr. Carpenter was my Executive Officer aboard the Cutter USCGRIor.
TheCondorwas a civilian boat tured over to the Coast Guard for military LiElee
Coast Guardhenturned it over to the NavyVe, the crew, were beached and
assigned duty at New Orleafi$ie Execwent to headquarters and some of us went
to the newly opened boot camp on Lake Pontchartra

When | would gmn liberty--a pass to leave camp or shiwould stophere
at headquarters to see MrarpenterHe was watching for ship assignment for me.
| wanted back on sea duty, a Cutter or Attack Transport.

19



| knocked on the door

ACome in!o

| stepped in and said, A | report Sir!
AYESIi t down. 0O

AYes Sir! What do you have for me, ¢

AWe have a report here requesting exj
of transport ship duty that are being built over in Tek#sought you maype
interested in this requeso, you wanted a shiplow yougotonel t doesno6t h
name; but its number is 8@/e are sending several of you petty officers over to
Orange, Texas, the Consolidated Steel Corporation ship building yards where these
transports are being buiVish you good luckBill,on your new assighn

The next day we arrived at the shipyard and reported to our respective ships
| went aboard the 8%hat a weird looking shiprhis contraption looked like a
box. What would theyse these for? Weird! Workmen were still working on the
ship. | asked one of the men if he knew if aptainwas aboardHe pointed to the
bridge, the pilot housé set my sea bag down, climbed up the ladder to the poop
deck, the mid ship deck, andesto the bridgeStuck my head in the hatchway
ACaptainSi r ! o
AYes! o
| stepped into the bridge, saluteda i d, Al r ep @andtanded aboar
him my orders
AWel come abo@aptainneseoe! o0 | Haml ooked ovel
AEI der ,otberthingpaboard as of noWve do not have the ship up and
running, but expect to in a week or so when the ship will be commissiéoed
will stay over at the Navy barriee Tomorrow at 0800 report emoard See me and
we will get you acquainted witheh s hi p and assign your du
AYes Sir!o
AFor now ©OdpabtiietNavy arracklheey will take care of you
over there. o

nRnAye, Aye Sirl!o | . saluted and | eft t
As | retrieved my sea bag a wtoHakanan s ai
A couple of men there chucklgdo, re mar ki ng, AWeodl |l see abo

As | went over to the barracks, | was thinking altbetold man, th€aptain
Mr. Love. | liked him. He looked like a regular Coast Guard Officer, not a reserve
officer. | hoped my assignment would go well aboardI86und out she was a
troop landing ship

The NavyO.D. at the barracks was a Chief Boatsman Mate, Kéireasy
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spoken guy whom | liked immediatelle assigned me a bunk on the@® floor,
showedme the recreation room and dining room on the first fland gave me the
chow schedule and house rules

That night | found that there was no heat in the buildingas cold and very
uncomfortable for sleepindhe other coasties were there too, witmemavy
personnelWe soon got acquainted and visited, telling stories and going on liberty
together The barracks was a holding area for personnel waiting to get aboard their
ships and the navy duty men assigned at the ship @ardstay went well here
except for the cold nights sleepitigerein the barracks.

Next morning, at 0800 boarded the 83Gee! This wasnugly looking
ship- very boxy Oh wel--I ddsee how | felt about her when | learned more
| reported to the Captaiwhointroduced me tdir. Hilton, Lieutenant JG,
and Mr. Piper,LTJG, the engineering officet.ater on | met some of my shipmates:

Chief Motor Machinist Mate, Lauve

Chief Quarter Master Lewis

Electrician Mate First Class, Holliday

Motor Machinist Mate First Class, Copelah
Signalmen Mate First Class, Wrase

Gunman Mate Second Class, Vaughn

Seaman First Class, Karner

Seaman First Class, King

Fireman- First Class, Schlockman

Fireman Motor Machinist MateThird Class, Cox

| had a nice visit with the Captaamd oficers, Hilton and PipeiMr. Piper
invited me to come to see himacquaint me with the mechanical equipméfit.
Hilton gave me an orientation of the shifde started at the bow (forward part of
the ship) reviewing the side mounted catwalks, the rafopshe troops to
disembarkThen came the forecastle deck compartment that housed the anchor
windlassfor dropping and bringing in the anchor

The forecastle top deck supported the bow tub with a 20 mmTumtwo
bulkheads from the forecastle, oneleamle of the ship, formed the bulwarks area
The two troop compartments hatchway came up into the bulwEnkssquare pilot
house was about mghip and housed the other troop compartment hatcHtvay
also housed the radio and navigation room, the pdase with the navigation and
steering equipment, and above was the fly bridge

The ship looked so weirdt was not a pleasant shape for a sfhitpe mid
deck housed the f f | quarters Wwardroom, galley, and crew head faciliiée
head is the ihroom Below the main deck of the mid deck house was the third

21



troop compartment, r e w0 s  agnadersgdeangine rogm, and ammunition
magazineBelow this deck are the fuel and ballast tardxs the fantail deck, the
stern of the ship, were two gurbgiwith 20 mm guns mounted inside and a deck
winch for the stern anchor withdeckhatch to the aft steering room.

| thought the 89 had little glamaut wasjustrather small and compact
Soon | began to get feelings for the sltipnking abouthe mod responsible
assignment of my lifeCan | handle it?

So, | 6ve see the framewor krunmig¢ghee | 61 |
deck ground tacklethe equipment used to moor the ship, anchoring and docking; it
consists of chain and rope lines, hardwate:-and assisting where necessary,
reporting to the Executive Officer for directive ordéviost of these duties are
generally routine aboard ship

At that time, we were actively occupied engaged in testing the engines,
equipment, accepting materigsoardand getti ng acquainted
equipmentThe big joke was the steering handle used to steer the ship, instead of a
traditional wheel in the pilot housk amazed meThere | was steering the ship,
just like a street car man, with the hentlirning the rudder, not adding power like
the troll manHydraulics were starting to play a big role in the equipment we were
using The workmen would tease us about the trolley car hafidleh e -wayn e
Troll ey Car. o Al l wooomeents.ave a big | au

The Big Day has arrived! The ship has been accepted by the Staays
commissioned, USECI(L)89. February 3, 1943amn! No pretty lady to break a
champagne bottle or flower to christen the ship, nor words or prayer spoken for her
sakeWe said LClstoodfon Lousy CioviGadnblledsesa her .

Two days | ater we backed away from ¢t
power, sailing for Port Ahur with our skeleton crewVe sailed down the Sabine
River into Lake Sabine to Port Arthurtake on fuelThe Baker flag was raised, a
red flag indicating that we were taking on fuelmeant dangerous area, no
smoking Smoking lamp outOh no! Diesel fuel is running over the de&kut off
the fuel! Fuel is running down the hatchway intoche e w6 s . Whata greae r s
start Come to find out, Art Cox who was watching the fuel hose and had gone
around to the galley to get a cup of cofféest that quickly it happeneldwas
coming down from the bulwarks on the port side when | noticetutlespill. What
a mess! A great way to start off with the sivfy. Piper was beside himselve
got things under control with the help of a dock cleanup griocgn still smell tie
diesel fuel It was weeks before the smell left the crew quarteosr Cox He felt
bad about the spill

The Captaingot the crew together to talk about this misthdg@ was good
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about it, indicating that accidents will happen and that we must learn to discipline
ourselves and stay alert when performing our duties abbardHe said it will
prevent loss of life on the shiy/e all knew what was expected of us

ADo not | et these .accidents happen, 0

We spent the night at Port

The next morning we sailed out of Lake Sabine to the Gulf of Mexico bound
for Galvesbn, TexasThe Gulf waters were calm with a light breeze and it was
enjoyable and exciting to see Galvestbrvas excitingo come into a harbor you
have never seen befoiEhe interesting ships in the port, the docks and warehouses
busy with people woikg on the dockd ater | found out that we would be here for
awhile until the otheL C | adrise We tied up with several othér C | t@ vgait for
others to arrive.

The next evening Seaman Chatalain flagged a shrimp boat over to our ship
Chatting with then he came up with a basket full of shrirkfe gave them $2.00
The guyods were all excit.@de adloWarneaddh e
some beer to go with the shri.hflpecank A
got a big soup kettle_ots & commotion! The shrimp were cooking and the beer
arrived

The first batch of shrimp came oute peeled them, ate them, and drank the
beer Finally, Chief Lauve said we should add some beer to the cooking sl&anp
into the pot went the bedtverybod was chuckling, enjoying the festivities.

Around2100, the Captaiand the officerseturned Chief Lauve and |
hollered to theyuysto hide the beeWell, the officers saw us all on the fantalil
eating and came back to see what was goin@batalain gabbed a handful of

shri mp, put Captaeintnaomr & omneatsdr i finp. O The

n d
f e

TheCaptains poke up, ARBoys go .&Ateetlsdkeveaimgd f i ni s

there will be no more alcohol aboakhjoy yourselves, but hold down the tbu
tak Good evening.o

The officers took some shrimp with theWe toasted the officerda Her e 6 s
our jolly officers. o

Chatalain came aboard just before we left the shipykielsvas a little on
the heavy side, with a round smiling fakke was a Caju humorist and you just
had to like the guyHe spokeFrench and the Louisiana Cajun lingdoard a small
ship things were not as strict as aboard larger ships because of the personnel size
and the type of ship.
Our days in Galveston were busyves wee getting more suppliegjnning
spead curves and compensating the compd3sring these days personnel was
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reporting aboardlhe executive office was one of them, LTM¥. Howard

On February 20, the 21 assembldd C | d@parted from Galveston, Texas
for Norfolk, Virginia. Headng out to sea, | was excited again as | loved getting out
on the water

As the morning voyage progressed, | could see and feel the weather
changing The sky became darker and the wind started to picKlrtly after
lunch thesea conditions changed rapidWe were about 35 nautical miles into our
voyage when the ship started rolling, pitching, and tossing waves, taking over these
flat bottom shipsl would think riding a Bronco would be easier, with all the up and
down, tossag and rolling

We had no idea which way the ship was gof(dge thing for sureThe
unseasoned sailors knew which way it was gesthey lost their guts over the
side or in the bucket on the deck near their bufkey were sea sick, suffering
where tley would have to feel better before they could @ies went on into the
next afternoon, over 24 hourBhe ship was a mess

Mr. Piper, Chief Lauve, Holliday, Copland, and Cox handled the engine
room CaptainLove, Chief Lewis, Wrase, Karner, and | haalthe navigatioma
only our shipputfor the whole Iotilla. We handled the ship for over 24 hours, ran
through thegalley, picked up some breadyan, cheese or whatever we could get
our hands on and got oWWe ate on watghaking turns

Our new dficers were sick todt got so bad that we made port at Key West
Florida It took three days to get these men back on their feetoaridan up the
ship. | started to get second thoughts about this cigar\Wilkit make the Atlantic
crossing?

On ourfifth day into the voyage from Galveston, we sailed out of Port Key
West bound for NorfolkAll were praying for calm weathefhe weather was a
warm 88 degrees with calm watevge sailed around the Keys into the Atlantic up
the coastAll was well.

Thenext morning coming up the coast to Cape Lookout, near North
Carolina, we started to hit some heavy skagt worse by the time we got to Cape
HatterasUp we went and slammed down the other side of the watesship
shudderedThe crew groanedsomeimes when she came down she would stick her
bow into the next wave throwing water over the bow and down the.decks
Whoo! She acted different in these Atlantic wave$ e s hegh wave rolled
with a deep troughyp and down she werome of our men liagrownup and
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were becoming sailoraccustomed to ship actiofhank God we were not far from
Norfolk.

About 1500, we sailed into the Norfolk Naval Operating BHsgas starting
to get dark and the temperature was in the lowA®sg changel digeta 6t
good look at the harbor as we came in, huddled in foul weather gear, waiting to tie
up at a dockNo doubt this shake down cruise was a relief td_ti@ | coew. They
were now salty sailors.

\\\‘\“"\"" lnnll'”‘””-’”"/m
. 0 0 | I,
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CHAPTER 2

FLOTILLA FOU R

Here itis! The discussion everyone has been talking about; what will we be
doing and wherewillwegd@ hr ee mor e . The&ylwérs buié onrthe sastd
coast. The twentjour L C | were formed into Flotilla Four under the Command of
Captain Myledmlay U. S. Coast Guard he purpose of our facilities, amphibious
nature, meant that troops would have to land on enemy beaches regardless of surf or
the opposition encounteredlgain, the Coast Guard has been highly valuable in
landing operations wittheir traditional knowledge of handling boats in all kinds of
surf and under all sorts of conditiod$e Coast Guardsmen with these equally
essential factors will be an asset forminglth€ | itcsFlotilla Four to function in
the European Operations

TheWatchstander woke me. Rolling out of my bunk, hitting the deck, putting
on my clothes, | went top sid®pening the hatch the cold air hit my faBey!

Stuck my head out and saw frost on the deck, then realized we are in North
Country.

| went to the had,did my thing, and down to the crew quarters to rally the
men. AHiIt the deck you swabys! There |
should have heard them compldilp the gangway they went, checking the top side
before going into the heatheguys i n t he head welul d hol
hat ch! 0o The head.i s just opposite the

The crew started coming to life.

After chow, | reported to the Exec., Mr. Howard

AGood Morning Mr. Howar d! o

ARGood Morning Boatswain. o

T hat 0 s--hschlledame @aatswain

ARGood news .&o0odnelvsaydur proenetisn has been approved
Boatswain 2CIt was official March t 0

AThank You Sir.o

AfBad -newscaptain is being relieved at
ASo sorry.lvillonishGaptainlL ® Wea t O

AOur new skipper wWé lwialrlriovaer tyhien ad d
AYes Sir! May | speak with the capt:
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AYes. O
| stepped in to see the captain.

ACaptain, Sir?o

AYes. O

A Mr . Howard tells me you are | eaving
A T h e yferted nee®ad | was too old for foreign dutlytried to have the

order canceledrhey would not accept my requelsivas looking forward to this
command. O

Al ol | miWe ad ya great eSperrence together on our shakedown
cruise from Galveston. 0

AYes, that was an experience. o0

AThank You for my promotion. o

AEIl der you earned 1 t! |  wHopelyouwllo u an
return safely. o

AThank You Sir. o | gave him a snapp)

over my promotion, bt not happy knowing we will have a new skipgde®d m s ur e h
will be a reserve officeiThings could get a little hectic with these reserve officers

They are not experienced ship masters, like Lbwent through that aboard the
CutterCondor.

1400: Tke Exec. assembled the crew on top side at the bulwarks to introduce
our new Captain, Mif-abian Lt. J.G He looked small in height about 5'81is
face had a leathery look, weather exposure, and lightH@imay be a mariner, a
saillorLet 6s .hope so

The Captain did not say mudHe mentioned that we should carry on as we
were and would be looking forward to meeting us personaleywere dismissed,
returning to our duties

Later | learned that MiFabianhas a twemasted sailboat, Schooner type,
about80 ft. long on the west coast of Californkée used it for chartering people
who wanted to sailtoHawalHe 6 s a Arag sailor, 0 the ni
AStink poto is for motor boat peopl e.

Our training began on the Virginia beachBsis is where we got our first
experience approaching a beach withith€ |I. Weslearned to drop the stern anchor
to be used to retract the ship off the beadttginia Beach was the place of our
initiation with theL C |I. Wesworked hard learning at putting dhée ramps and
retracting the ramps, then backing off the beach using the stern anchor to pull the
ship, a procedure called Akedging. o
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Needless to say, first few landings left a lot to be des&tjoked and
laughed about therNo injury occurredandthee aches havendét been
since The ship had to be steered safely through the surf, drop the stern anchor a
short distance from the beach, and beach the ship in a position to get the ramps
down from which the soldiers would disembark to get ashorelignd. These
intensive rehearsals of invasion tactics taught us to be calm and determined in
handling the ramps and stern anchor in the performance of the LCI larfvegg
individual aboard became adept at personally handling their exploits ina® far
being ready to perform beach landings and kedging off the beach
We worked hardit was good to get back into Polttwould be dark by the
time we would be secured at the dodke were cold and hungnjfter chow the
guys would hit the sacK he watclers who had to go on duty would groansailor
works day and night. We did get a day off from the beaching exercise when we
were scheduled to go to the Degaussing Stafiba Degaussing Station is where
the shipbdbs magnet i c idnfreenlmagneticsmmes ut r al i ze

The crew was assembled on top sfdaptainFabianbriefed us about the
Flotilla. 1 We wi | | have the group Commander, L
aboard our shifHe will have under his command 12 of theC |. Bhis makes our
ship the Command ship for this grodgexpect you people to keep this ship in ship
shape at all times, as the command .shaqmorrow, we sail for Bermuda, 1 April
19431 expect the crew to make t.Axof ship r ¢
now, all libery is canceledNo one is to leave the ship unless permission is granted
Watchstandeto be postedThatisallDi s mi ssed. 0

The Exec. asked me if | had any questions

ANo Sir! We wi | | check all ground t
ready Al s o, I wi || have fresh water put 1in

.
C
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CHAPTER 3

CONQUERING THE ATLANTIC

| was full of excitement with the idea of leaving the United States, and | did
not sleep well Up earlier than usual, | went top side, mindstill on our
departuradespitehaving many flashbacks of home

Up the ladder to the poop ded®ky hands were cold from the heavy frost on
the ladder rungd wanted to doubleheck the life raftsMy thoughts were still on
my folks back home, | steed down the ladde©ops! | slipped and fell to the deck,
into the stanchion cable. That knocked the wind out of me but kept me from falling
overboardAs | lay dazed on the deck, Chief Lauve was just coming out of the
engine room hatch saw me lying ¢nve tdeck and came running up to me.

AAre you alright?o

My head was still spinnindHe got me in a sitting position.

Al think I 6m Ok. o

He helped me uAs the shock wore off, | realized my right ankle hurt.

AChief, 1 think | broke my ankl el! 0

Al getDoc-St ay still . o

Doc was our pharmacist mate, Claysbhe ankle began to swellwas in
great painDoc examined myanklé You may h awvlednf rgaoc tnugr eodv ei
the hospital to pick up some supplieslordeted | | t a k e Wy agetlthevi t h 1
anklexr ayed. O

Doc and | left for the hospitals | could not put my weight on my right foot,
he helped me into the jeep that was assigned to ourAstipe Navy hospital, he
pulled up to the front door, hopped out of the jeep and ran itesigket a wheelchair
for me On the way to the chedk station he explained our situation to the nurse
They got a doctor right away and rushed me to theeyxoom Holding up the X

rays, the doctor studi edYouttreumpus ankled n g , n
verybadly Yo u 6 | | have to st aweoolflf gtehtaty ofuo osto i
treatment for the anklé 6 | | have them get you a r oom.

As || was wheeled down to the | obby, 1

the hospitat| 6 ve g ot totheshiglavondeowahere Docid dondt wan;
be left behindWhat can | do? | was deeply concerned about what would happen to
me
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From behind | heard a voickturned twas Docih How di d you mak
Happy to see him,oteshidodal dmt DPkak! ol B
herel! o Doc had a box in his hands

Al 6l 1l take this out to the jeep and

nRnGi ve me the box and | etds get going.

As we |l eft in the jeepoctDor waKk2d, A\

AHe said .homfracsuagesoff my foot for

n Ok, I have cWeubtlclhepsutons obnoearhdot packs

nYea! The doctor said thatdés what |

When | arrived at the ship some of the guys sawnd came out to meet us.
AHow you doing, Boats? Il s it. broken?0o
The exec cameovertomeHe ar d aboutGlagmeeeyoarc ci dent
return. o
AMe too. 0O
AYou takelilt beeastyal ki ng to you | ater.
Our Chief Co&/Steward for the Officerslames Zacheéy Zakd brought me
some bean soup he had made for the noon chow
AHere Boats, this wild!@ make you feel
nYea! I 61 | be farti ng .hHisrowndfacetbig Ber
white smile, big eyes, jusit up his brown faceYou just had to love the gu@ur
young cook, David Johnson, was way over his head trying to cook for tlie ship
crew. So, the captaimadeZak our head cook, and Johnson his assistéduatt
made Dave happyt made a good arrangenteHe could learn from Zgkand
betterchow was making the crew happy.
About 1400 I could hear the engines stahe crew was moving up to top
side TheL C | staged to sail out of Port Norfalloutside the harbor théofilla
formed into a convoy of siships in four linesl could feel that we had about feur
foot seas runnindt was sloppy goingnto the night off Cape Hatteras, the winds
picked up and the seas got up te simd eightfoot waves| could feel the 89
rolling, tossing, banging dowkVhen she would bang down the ship just
shuddered had a very uncomfortable night.

After the evening, chow, Doc put some hot packs on my ah&tfessed to
him that the doctor was making arrangements to put me in a hospital room
AThat e x pl werennssuchivahhyrry yoget away from the hospital
You had it made! Just think you coul d

~

Al kBwtw | wanted to stay with the shi
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The crew started to get dsailal ty, O
Everybody was getting to know each oth&ike were bondingOn the third day |
was starting to feel bettedun was outThat afternoon we sailed into Port St.
George, Bermuddt was warmand agreat site for uswith deep blue water and
white sand beachedt was exciting The guys were already talking about getting
liberty. The port and the buildings andegything looked so clean a great gjht.
The water was so clear you could see 30 to 40 feet down to the bottom.

Here is where we got ouraining on the 20 MM gung he shooting range
was on the other side of the island up on a high .lluff targets were pulled by
airplanes. | was able to get around for this trainimid very well with the 20 MM
gun | picked up on this type of shootinghe targets were pulled behind the
airplane at about 90 to 100 miles per hdiwas like shotgun shooting at flying
targets| was brought up on game bird shooting, hunting grouse, woodaogk,
neckpheasant, and quail with a shotg¥iou had to leadhesefast flying birds at
different anglesThis came to me naturally with the 20 MM gun shooting at these
moving targetsThe web sight ring mounted on the gun helped you for your
distance and leading the targ&lso, the tracer bullet indicadeyour lead on the
target Every fourth round in the magazine was a trathis helped me get my
timing to get on the target quicklyenjoyed this traininglt was very challenging
was cited for my 20 MM gunshootinfhey assi gned me 4 he
bow gun This became my battle station during General Quarters during enemy
alerts.

Thecrewgot liberty here at St. Georgghey toured the island by bicycle,
had a few beer beach partiest di dndét t ak e .Thisisgboutallr

an

g u

t hi

a salor could do hereMy tour of the island was to and from the shooting range due

to my bum anklel caughtthe navy bus up to the shooting ranigeatchedthe
shooting and visgdwith the marine gunners doing the 20 MM gun training.

On the 16 of April, we departed Port St. Georditere we rendezvoused
with a very large convoy sailing eaktwas a great site to see all these shipere
were over a 100 ships, troop transports, freighters, and oil tankerEigps
destroyers and twelve destroyecass flanked the convot timesthey would
sail up through the convoy.

Ouir first few days into our voyage were smooth sailing with warm sunshine.
We all were nicely getting settled in with our routine, with a four hour watch every

twelve hoursZak was serving us very good chotie did wonders with his menus

cooked on oil stove\t times there was no great hot chow, for the LCI would pitch
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and roll so severely that even a genius could not cook a Weakould resort to
K-rations and cold spam.

Soméimes the weathagot sloppy with strong winds and heavy seas
Standing watch with these heavy seas on the bridgéyahddge becamera
unforgettablevorkout It was like climbing up a snowy mountaside and then
sliding, losing your balance, and fatjmlown, then climbing up again and falling
down again. | 6d go below from watch on
from the bounceshe wind would whistle throwing the spoon drift up from the
waves against the C | bdidge port lights it woul feel like being sprayed with a
water hose

Shedéd ride up a mountainous sea, al/l
the trough shuddering all along her hiilhe wave would crunch against ttheck
tower. The water rolled off her deck§ou coulh 6t | magi ne what it

Atlantic storm on the LCIRoll! Pitch! Listen to the water as she would shudder

and creekThe guys would chant,

ARol I and-OBliQdch you
' washboardds starting
" That 6s exactly what
washbard OurL Clddisd n 6t hav
the rolling motion of a destroyer

®® The flat bottoms were not a

displacement hull like a normal

! ship. We rode on top of the water

like a wood chip. Rough! You

woul dnot.ltwoaltcliebv e it

An LCI(L) on rough seas. (U.S. Coast Guard photo.)

up and down the washboard

You slould have seen our officers trying to get sun sights ofiythgidge in
heavy seasThey looked like the old cartoon of a drunk wrapped around the lamp
post The same would happen when we would be using the range. Widdrad to
keep our distance frothe ship ahead of us and on beams, right and left of the ship
The helmsman had bars to hold on to with one hand and the other on the steering
handle with the roll and pitches, always trying to keep from goirgaain.

Our fly bridgewasat times was thenly part of the LCI visible to the other
ships,anditl ooked | i ke a AUO0O boat, German sub
for the many LCds and the fact that our position in the convoy was well known to
the destroyers

We encountered heavy weather seasr twothirds of the Atlantic crossing.

Ten days into our voyage the days began to stretch where time took on impending
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threat of the sea%Vould theL C | sag a float? Such pounding and hull
shudderingSome of the guys were thrown out of their bufikss did not happen
to me, but | was tossed up in the air different tiftésen the waves hit the ship it
felt as if someone gave you a hard shove.

As conditions were permitted, various drills were held to acquaint the crew
with their stations and dutie&eneral Quarters alarm sounded day or nitie 20
MM gun crew, trunnion operator, magazine loader and gunner would man the guns
Damage control drills for patching holes in hull or superstructure, water pumps to
be manned and different types of repaaisandoning ship with life raftall hands
were assigned a dutWe were busy, busy, busy!

As we approached the Canary | sl ands ¢
There were two subs that had got under the canMogy torpedoed two of the
merchant sips. General Quarters! We jumped out of our buffkse alarm woke
my feeling of excitement mixed with possible dandex | got to my 20 MM gun |
could see the destroyerodés sil houette frr
depth chargedt was a loig night We stayed at General Quarters until daylight

Well, the convoy was scattered all over the Oc#anok all day to get the
convoy formed up agaifhis was our first encounter with the whrwas for real.
Our training was put to the testcould still feel the excitemen¥We wondered what
happened to the crew aboard the ships torpedoed and if the destroyers destroyed the
AUO bDueatd radio silence, we never knew what happened.

We finally arrived on the North Africa coast off Casablamdarocco, on 29
April, after a long 19 day voyagAs we sailed northeast along the Morocco coast,
the waters were clear enough to see hammerhead sharks on the botisrmy
first time to see a live hammerhead shditke guys were making lots of comment
about them.
Churning up the Wadi Seba River to Port Lyatey, we put aside our distrust
for our ship, LCI 89, fA0One Way Ticket, o
appreciated her, a ASwel | Gal.We wi t h con
conquered the Adntic!
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CHAPTER 4

NORTH AFRI CA OPERATI ON AT

April 29, 1943i

As we sailed up the Wadi Sebu River to Port Lyautey (now known as
Kentra) Morocco, along its banks and rolling sandy terrain, we could see there was
plenty of vicious fighting fom the debris of small boats and army vehicles
destroyed and burned oiittook two days for the Western Naval Task Force to
capture and secure the airfield near Port Lyauithgt afternoon of 10 November
1942, the airfield was in such condition thad@Pfighter planes from the carrier
Chenangawvere landing on the field.

Arriving at Port Lyautey, small ships of various sizes were sunk in the harbor
bay. Very weird looking; some were sitting on the bottom of the bay with their
superstructure sticking oof the waterOthers lay on their sid@he Germans sunk
them and destroyed the docks trying to close down the harbor

We had to moor along the harbor bavihen the tide would go out our LCI
would sit on the soft muddy bottom leaning about 10 dedite®gangplank rigged
up to get ashore was narrow and springy with a guy line on one side

We got shore liberty while the oil and cargo was being unlodte@s great
to get off the ship after the long voyage over the Atlantic Q&@arl May, my
22" birthday, | gotlibertyNe ed|l ess to say my friend, G
| left the ship to celebrate my birthdad/e had a six hour liberty pass, 1200 to
1800 We found a café with a bane bellied up to the bar and ordered some
whisky. The barman saidie only have cognac, brandy, andwihe s ai d, NnCog:t

Never heardofiL et 6s try some. 0 There were a
they chuckled at my remarke chatted with them, getting information about the
area They told us about a coupté Cafés down the street.

We left and started down the dirt street to check out these.Ca#ad to
Vaughan, @ABoy itdéds hot out here. o He a
spotted a couple of guys from the shijpey joined us and the celebration
continued| had to relieve myselt asked where the head was, and | was told it was
out in the streeOut | went, and there it was on the street corner! It had two walls
parallel with one side and had a trough at the botktere you leaked up against
t he wal |[Whatodorb Lkt wase worse than the odor in a dairy barn back
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U.S.S. Dallas sails up the Wadi Sebou near the Port

Lyautey airdrome.



U. N. Coast Guard Pheto

K-GUN GOES INTO ACTION ON THE ‘‘SPENCER’

Sailors aboard the cutter Spencer watch a K-gun go into action.

e

L. .. Coast Guard Fioto
COAST GUARD CUTTER SINKS SUB
Effect of the U. S. Coast Guard cutter Spencer's fire are visible in this close-
up shot of the U-boat, taken as the battle raged. The Nazi standing by the
stanchion amidships disappeared a moment after this picture was taken by a
Coast Guard photographer. The U-boat had been trying to sneak into the
center of the convoy.



U.S. Coast Guard Cutter
Spencer depth charges
German submarine U-175.

The U-boat was i
severely damaged and
had to surface. Gunfire
then battered the
enemy, and the
Germans abandoned
ship.

(U.S. Coast Guard
photos.)
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